HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF SIERRA LEONE

PRESS STATEMENT
(24th AUGUST 2017)
THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF SIERRA LEONE CALLS FOR A RIGHT
BASED APPROACH IN THE RESETTLEMENT OF VICTIMS OF THE 14TH AUGUST
2017 FLOODS/MUDSLIDE DISASTER
The Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (HRCSL) is saddened by the floods and mudslide
of 14th August 2017 at Regent, Kaningo, Lumley and other affected areas in Freetown which
claimed the lives of at least 492 persons and displaced thousands.
The Commission expresses profound condolence to the bereaved families and all those affected
by the floods and mudslide.
The Commission welcomes the declaration by government of a 7 day period of national mourning
in memory of those who lost their lives in this tragic incident. HRCSL further commends the
interim measures taken by government and its development partners in providing a dignified state
burial to the dead, basic humanitarian services and proposed resettlement of affected persons.
HRCSL wishes to applaud the goodwill messages and donations from Presidents of other
countries, non-governmental organizations, business enterprises, religious organizations, financial
institutions, philanthropists and individuals towards mitigating the hardship caused by the floods
and mudslide.
HRCSL has however observed some human rights concerns during its monitoring of the interim
holding centres such as poor sanitation and hygiene conditions, lack of privacy, overcrowding,
bedding constraints, poor dietary standards and improper and unverified registration of unaffected
persons.
Whilst lauding the interim efforts that have been made, the Commission calls for a human rights
based approach to be reflected in all of these interventions especially in the holding centres as well
as the proposed resettlement of affected persons to designated areas.
In the area of resettlement of affected persons in particular, HRCSL wishes to draw the attention
of government to a number of international legal frameworks that relate to the resettlement of
displaced and affected persons:
 Principles on housing and property restitution for refugees and displaced persons (see
E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17 and Add.1);
 Basic Principles and Guidelines on Development Based Evictions and Displacement
(see A/HRC/4/18);

